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craft an appropriate description for the limited
notification, based on the extraordinary circum-
stances affecting vital interests of the United
States and recognizing the President’s authority
to protect sensitive national security informa-
tion. Also, as previously indicated, my Adminis-
tration understands section 331’s requirement
to provide to the intelligence committees “the
legal basis” under which certain intelligence ac-
tivities and covert actions are being or were
conducted as not requiring disclosure of any
privileged advice or information or disclosure of
information in any particular form.

In a March 15, 2010, letter to Congress, the
Department of Justice summarized my Admin-
istration’s understanding of a number of provi-
sions. In particular, section 405 establishes an
Inspector General of the Intelligence Commu-
nity in the ODNI. In accordance with long-
standing executive branch policy, my Adminis-
tration understands section 405’s requirement
that the Inspector General make an immediate

report to congressional committees regarding
investigations focused upon certain current or
former IC officials as not requiring the disclo-
sure of privileged or otherwise confidential law
enforcement information. Moreover, the whis-
tleblower protection provisions in section 405
are properly viewed as consistent with Presi-
dent Clinton’s stated understanding of a provi-
sion with substantially similar language in the
Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
1999. See Statement on Signing the Intelligence
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1999: Public
Papers of the Presidents of the United States,
William J. Clinton, 1998 (p. 1825).

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
October 7, 2010.

NOTE: H.R. 2701, approved October 7, was as-
signed Public Law No. 111–259.

Remarks at a Reception for Senatorial Candidate Alexi Giannoulias in
Chicago, Illinois
October 7, 2010

The President. Hello, Chicago! Oh, it’s good
to be home! It is good to be home. Got all my
friends—all my friends—in the house. 

Audience member. Long time no see.
The President: Long time no see.
It is wonderful to see—I see so many familiar

faces here. Just a couple of people I’ve got to
make mention of. First of all, he may be in my
remarks, but I just want to say that there is no-
body who was a better partner to me when I
was in the United States Senate, nobody who is
a better friend to working families here in Illi-
nois, and nobody who is a better debater on the
floor of the United States Senate than the man
to my left, Dick Durbin. So love Dick Durbin.
Love Dick Durbin. I love Loretta Durbin more.
[Laughter] But Dick Durbin I love.

We also—if I’m not mistaken, we’ve got the
junior Senator from Illinois, Roland Burris, in
the house. Where’s Roland? There he is right

there. Appreciate Roland for his outstanding
service.

We’ve got the next Lieutenant Governor of
the great State of Illinois, Sheila Simon, who, by
the way, knows a little bit about good Senators.
Congressman Danny Davis is in the house.
Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky is here—love
Jan. Attorney General Lisa Madigan is here.
Comptroller Dan Hynes is here. Senate Presi-
dent John Cullerton is here. The next treasurer,
Robin Kelly, is in the house. The next comptrol-
ler, David Miller, is in the house.

Now, I see everybody else here. [Laughter]
But if I started naming everybody I know, I’m
in trouble. So I’ve just got to stop—[laughter]—
except to say that it’s also nice to be standing
here with the next Senator from the great State
of Illinois, Alexi Giannoulias.

Alexi is my friend. I know his character. I
know how much he loves this country. I know
how committed he is to public service. He has
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been a great advocate on behalf of the people of
Illinois, and he’s in this for the right reasons.
He’s not in it for the special interests; he’s in it
for your interests. You may not always agree
with him, but you always know where he stands.
He’s comfortable in his own skin. He doesn’t
shift with the wind. He doesn’t pretend to be
something that he’s not. You know who he is to-
day and who he’ll be tomorrow, and that’s im-
portant. You can trust him. You can count on
him.

And let me just also say—because I play bas-
ketball with him—[laughter]—and I have still
some sore ribs to prove it—he’s a competitor.
And we’ve seen that in this campaign. He just
keeps on plowing ahead, because he knows that
he wants to serve. In some very tough circum-
stances, in a tough political season, he has not
wavered. And that’s the kind of person that you
want. That’s the kind of person that you know,
when the going gets tough in Washington, will
be fighting for you.

So I hope you’re fired up in these last few
weeks. I need you to be fired up. Fired up and
ready to go. I need it. I need that because there
is an election—in case you were curious—
[laughter]—on November 2—an election—you
can begin voting next week—that’s going to say
a lot about the future, your future and the fu-
ture of our country. So you’ve got to be fired up.

Now, this is Chicago, so I know politics is—
this is sport right here. [Laughter] I mean, I
know everybody is paying attention. By the way,
have you seen my Chief of Staff? [Laughter] I
was like, looking around, it’s like, what hap-
pened? [Laughter]

Two years ago, you defied the conventional
wisdom in Washington, because they said you
couldn’t overcome the cynicism of our politics.
You couldn’t overcome the special interests.
You can’t make big progress on big issues. Can’t
happen. They said, no, you can’t.

What did you say?
Audience members. Yes, we can!
The President. You said, yes, we can.
But sometimes, I feel as if we had such a high

on election night, and then there was the Inau-
guration and Bono was singing and Beyonce
and—[laughter]—everybody from Chicago

went to Washington and was having a big party.
But I have to remind you that the victory in that
campaign didn’t deliver the change that we
needed. It just gave us the chance to make
change happen. That was the start, not the fin-
ish, of the journey. And it made each of you a
shareholder in the mission of rebuilding our
country and reclaiming our future. And I’m
back today because 2 years later, the success of
that mission is at stake.

After that last election, it was my hope that
we could pull together, Democrats and Repub-
licans, and start dealing with the worst crisis we
had seen since the Great Depression. That was
my fervent hope because we may be proud
Democrats, but we’re prouder to be Americans.
And there are Republicans across the country
who feel the same way.

But the Republicans in Washington, they had
a different idea. They knew it was going to take
more than 2 years to climb out of this mess that
they had created. They knew that by the time of
this election, the midterm election, that there
would still be people out of work, that people
would be frustrated. And they figured if they
just sat on the sidelines and just said no, op-
posed every idea I offered or Dick offered or
Jan offered or Danny offered, if they spent all
their time attacking Democrats instead of at-
tacking our problems, then they’d have a
chance to prosper at the polls. That was their
calculation.

And they just spent the last 20 months saying
no, even to policies that they had supported in
the past. They said no to middle class tax cuts.
They said no to help for small businesses. They
said no to a bipartisan deficit reduction commis-
sion that they had cosponsored. And when I was
for it, suddenly, they were against it. If I said
the sky was blue, they said no. [Laughter] If I
said there were fish in the sea—no. Their calcu-
lation was if Obama fails, we win. They were
very explicit about it.

Now, they figured that that political game
would get them through an election. But I knew
it wasn’t going to get America through the cri-
sis. So I made a different calculation. I made a
different choice. I took whatever steps were
necessary to stop the economic freefall—with
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the help of people like Dick, with the help of
people like Jan and Danny—even if those mea-
sures were not popular, even if they were not
easy. Because you did not send me to Washing-
ton to do what was easy. You didn’t send me to
put my finger out to the wind and measure
which way the wind was blowing and try to fig-
ure out how to stay in office. You elected me to
do what was right. That’s why you sent me.

So 20 months later, we no longer face the
possibility of a second depression. Our economy
is growing again. The private sector has created
jobs for 8 months in a row. There are 3 million
Americans who wouldn’t be working today if it
weren’t for the economic plan we put into
place.

When we came in, when I flew in on Air
Force One and we landed at O’Hare, there
were a group of folks greeting us there. And
there were a group of folks who had gotten jobs
directly as a consequence of the Recovery Act.
And so we know that we did the right thing.

But look, we’ve still got a long way to go. Be-
cause the hole that we’re climbing out of is so
deep, there are still millions of Americans with-
out work. The 6 months before I was sworn in
we had lost 4 million jobs. We lost 750,000 the
month I was sworn in, 600,000 the 2 months
subsequent after that. And so most of the 8 mil-
lion jobs we lost were before any of our eco-
nomic plans took effect. And that means we’ve
got a big hole to fill. There are still millions of
families who can barely pay the bills or make a
mortgage. Middle class families who were
struggling to get by before the crisis hit are still
treading water.

So of course people are frustrated. Of course
people are impatient. I’m impatient. But the
other side decided, we’re just going to try to
ride that anger, that frustration, to the ballot
box, without offering any serious ideas about
how to solve our problems. And now the pun-
dits are saying, well, the other party’s support-
ers, they’re more excited. They say all of you
who worked so hard in 2008 might not be as ex-
cited this time, you might not be as energized,
you might not care as much; that you don’t
mind if the same politicians and policies that
created this mess, left the economy in a sham-

bles, return to Washington. That’s what the
pundits are predicting. They’re basically count-
ing on you all having amnesia. [Laughter]

But I think they’re wrong, Chicago. And it’s
up to you to prove them wrong. It’s up to you to
defy the conventional wisdom once again. It’s
up to you to show the pundits that you love this
country too much to let it fall backwards; you
are ready to move forward. You’ve got to show
them that you’re ready to fight for our future.

Because this election is a choice. Don’t—no
mistaking the situation here. The choice could
not be clearer. Because it’s not as if the Repub-
licans, they went off into the desert and medi-
tated after 2008, and they said: “Boy, what did
we do wrong? We got this—as a consequence of
our stewardship, the whole economy is in melt-
down.” That’s not what they did. They didn’t
come back with a set of new ideas. They haven’t
changed their agenda since the last time they
ran Washington. The chairman of one of their
campaign committees promised that if Republi-
cans take control of Congress, they will follow—
and I’m quoting—“the exact same agenda” they
pursued during the last administration.

And we know what that agenda was: You cut
taxes, mostly for millionaires and billionaires;
you cut regulations for special interests; you cut
investments in education and clean energy, in
research and development and technology. So
basically, you just put blind faith in the market,
we let corporations play by their own rules, we
leave everybody else to fend for themselves,
and somehow America is going to prosper.

Here’s the thing, though. We know what
happened. It’s not as if we didn’t try that. We
tried it for 8 years. It didn’t work. It didn’t work
for middle class families who saw their incomes
fall—wages went down 5 percent between 2001
and 2009—when they were in power. That’s not
according to me; that’s according to the Wall
Street Journal. Job growth was slower during
that period than any decade since World War
II.

These guys are talking about jobs now? They
had 8 years and it didn’t work. They took a re-
cord surplus left by President Bill Clinton and it
became a record deficit by the time I took of-
fice, a big $1.3 trillion present they left me as I
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walked in the Oval Office. They set up a free-
for-all on Wall Street that led to a crisis that
we’re still grappling with today.

Now, I bring up all these things not to reliti-
gate the past. I just don’t want to relive the past.
And I bring this up because that is the philoso-
phy that Republicans like Alexi’s opponent in-
tend to bring back if they win in November.
Now, they might have a new name for it. They
call it the “Pledge to America.” [Laughter] The
“Pledge to America,” it’s the same stuff they’ve
been peddling for years. [Laughter] They’re try-
ing to hoodwink you once again.

Let’s take a look at the “Pledge to Ameri-
ca.” Some of you may not have examined it.
[Laughter] Now, for starters, it turns out that
part of the pledge was actually written by a for-
mer lobbyist for AIG and ExxonMobil. You can-
not—yes—[laughter]—you can’t make this stuff
up. [Laughter] So that gives you a clue of who
they’re making the pledge to.

Then the centerpiece of this pledge is a $700
billion tax cut for the wealthiest 2 percent of
Americans. That is their big idea. Now, these
are the folks who lecture us on fiscal responsi-
bility, so I have to point out we don’t have $700
billion. We’d have to borrow $700 billion—
from the Chinese or the Saudis—and then use
it to provide tax cuts worth an average of
$100,000 to millionaires and billionaires.

When you ask them, “Well, where are you
going to find the $700 billion?” they don’t have
an answer. But when you look at the fine print,
it turns out that a small portion of the tax cut
they want to pay for by cutting education by 20
percent—20 percent—which would translate
into reduce financial aid for 8 million college
students. At a time when education is the big-
gest predictor of a country’s economic success,
they think it’s more important to provide these
tax breaks to folks who don’t need them,
weren’t asking for them, than it is to make sure
that our young people can get to college, which
makes me want to ask our Republican friends,
do you think China is cutting back on educa-
tion? Do you think South Korea is making it
harder for its citizens to get a college educa-
tion? These countries are not playing for second
place. And the United States of America does

not play for second place. We play for first.
That’s what this election is about. That’s what
this election is about.

See, Alexi and I have a different idea about
what the next 2 years should look like. It’s an
idea rooted in our belief about how this country
was built. We know government doesn’t have all
the answers to all of our problems. We don’t be-
lieve government’s main role is to create jobs or
prosperity. We believe government should be
lean and efficient and that the private sector
should be creating jobs. We want to reduce the
deficit, which is why we’ve proposed a 3-year
spending freeze and we set up that bipartisan
fiscal commission to deal with our deficit that
the other side voted against.

But we also believe in America we reward
hard work and responsibility. We believe this is
a country where we look after one another; that
we are our brother’s keeper, our sister’s keeper.
That’s the America I know. That’s the choice in
this election.

So instead of tax cuts for millionaires and bil-
lionaires, we want to make permanent tax cuts
for middle class Americans because folks who
work hard every day, they deserve a break. In-
stead of the Republican plan to keep tax breaks
for companies that are shipping jobs overseas,
we want to give tax breaks to companies that are
investing here in the United States of America,
to small businesses and American manufactur-
ers and clean energy companies. I don’t want
solar panels and wind turbines and electric cars
made in Europe and Asia. I want them built
here, in the United States, by American work-
ers.

If Republicans take back Congress, they will
try their hardest to give back power to the same
special interests that me and Dick and Jan and
Danny have been fighting for the last 20
months. We can’t let them do that. We can’t go
back to the days when insurance companies
could drop your health insurance when you got
sick. We can’t go back to the day when credit
cards could jack up your rates for no reason. We
can’t go back to the days of taxpayer-funded
bailouts. We can’t allow special interests to take
free rein again.
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That’s why I’m proud to be standing next to
Alexi. He’s made it clear he’ll fight for you in
the United States Senate. He’s not funding his
campaign with Federal PACs or lobbyist mon-
ey. On his first day in office, he enacted the
most sweeping ethics reforms of any Illinois
State treasurer, ensuring that contractors and
banks couldn’t “pay to play” for State business.
He took on credit card companies and banned
them from aggressively marketing on college
campuses, so that our kids don’t graduate with
credit card debt on top of tuition debt.

And a lot of you know what he did for Hart-
marx, which, by the way, made this suit. It’s a
company that’s employed people in this State
for more than a hundred years. And when it fell
on hard times, and a big bank threatened to pull
its credit, risking more than 600 jobs, Alexi
stepped in. He told that bank if they did that
they’d no longer manage the money of Illinois
taxpayers. He helped save that company, those
jobs. They can testify about who he’s going to
fight for, who he cares about.

That’s the kind of person you want in the
United States Senate, somebody who doesn’t
forget where they came from, why they’re in
this, who they’re fighting for. Somebody who
does not stop fighting, period, because there’s
too much at stake right now to give up the fight.

So it comes down to this, Chicago. There are
a lot of folks in the other party who are running
today who are the same folks who drove this
economy into the ditch. And me and the rest of
the Democrats here in Washington, we climbed
down into that ditch. We put on our boots. It
was muddy. It was hot. [Laughter] There’s
bugs. [Laughter] But we pushed and we pushed
and we pushed. And every once in a while we’d
look up and see the Republicans up there, look-
ing comfortable, fanning themselves, sipping on
Slurpees. [Laughter] And we’d say, “Why don’t
you come down and help?” And they’d say: “No,
but you’re not pushing hard enough. You’re not
pushing the right way.” [Laughter] And we just
kept on pushing. And finally, we got the car up
on level ground. Finally, we got it on level
ground.

Now, it’s gone through some trauma, so the
fender is all dented, needs a tuneup. [Laughter]

But it’s on level ground, it’s pointing in the right
direction. And suddenly, we feel this tap on our
shoulder, and we look back and it’s the Republi-
cans. And we say, “What do you want?” They
say, “We want the keys back.” [Laughter]

And you tell them: “No, you can’t have the
keys back. You don’t know how to drive!” You
do not know how to drive. You can join us. You
can hop in the backseat. [Laughter] But we’re
not giving you the keys back.

Have you ever noticed when you drive, you
want to go forward, what do you do? You put
the car in “D.” If you want to go backwards, you
put it in “R.” [Laughter] That’s not a coinci-
dence. Not a coincidence.

But whether they get the keys back is ulti-
mately up to you. They see a chance to get back
in the driver’s seat with the special interests rid-
ing shotgun. And thanks to a recent Supreme
Court decision, they’re being helped along by
special interest groups that are spending unlim-
ited amounts of money all on attack ads, and
they don’t disclose who’s behind the ads. It
could be an oil industry, could be an insurance
company, could be Wall Street, you don’t know.
Almost every one of them is run by Republican
operatives. They’re posing as nonprofits, nonpo-
litical groups. They’ve got these innocuous-
sounding names like Americans for Prosperity
or the Committee for Truth in Politics or Moms
for Motherhood. [Laughter] I made that last
one up. [Laughter] But you wouldn’t know.
[Laughter]

According to one recent report, conserva-
tives—conservative groups like these have out-
spent Democrats 7 to 1. Right here in Illinois,
in this Senate race, two groups funded and ad-
vised by Karl Rove have outspent the Demo-
cratic Party 2 to 1 in an attempt to beat Alexi—2
to 1. Funded and advised by Karl Rove. Just this
week, we learned that one of the largest groups
paying for these ads regularly takes in money
from foreign sources.

So the question for the people of Illinois is,
are you going to let special interests from Wall
Street and Washington and maybe places be-
yond our shores come to this State and tell us
who our Senator should be?

Audience members. No!
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The President. That’s not just a threat to
Democrats. That’s a threat to our democracy.
The American people deserve to know who’s
trying to sway their election. And if we just
stand by and allow special interests to silence
anybody who’s got the guts to stand up against
them, our country is going to be a very different
place. That’s not how our democracy operates.

So that’s why we’ve got to work even harder
in this election. That’s why we need to fight
their millions of dollars with millions of voices
who are ready to finish what we started in 2008.
Because if everybody who fought for change in
2008 shows up to vote in 2010, we will win. And
by the way, most of the polls say the same thing.
Alexi will win. Pat Quinn will win. The entire
ticket will win.

So they are counting on you staying home
and being apathetic. They’re counting on your
silence. They are counting on your amnesia.
That’s what they’re counting on.

So, Chicago, prove them wrong. Let’s show
Washington one more time change doesn’t
come from the top, it doesn’t come from mil-

lions of dollars of attack ads. Change happens
from the bottom up. Change happens because
of you.

And if you get fired up one more time, if
you’re knocking on doors and making phone
calls and talking to your friends and going in the
barbershops, going in the beauty shops, I prom-
ise you we will have Alexi as the next Senator
from the great State of Illinois.

Thank you very much. God bless you, and
God bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:15 p.m. at the
Drake Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Lo-
retta S. Durbin, wife of Sen. Richard J. Durbin;
former White House Chief of Staff Rahm I.
Emanuel; musicians Paul D. “Bono” Hewson
and Beyonce G. Knowles; Rep. Pete Sessions,
in his capacity as chairman of the National Re-
publican Congressional Committee; Sen. Mark
S. Kirk; former lobbyist Brian Wild; former
White House Deputy Chief of Staff Karl C.
Rove; and Gov. Patrick J. Quinn III of Illinois.

Remarks at Ernest Maier Inc. in Bladensburg, Maryland
October 8, 2010

Good morning, everybody. It is good to be
here at Ernest Maier Block. I just had a chance
to take a quick tour, a look around with Bren-
dan Quinn, president and CEO of Ernest Mai-
er, and it’s a remarkable story. Brendan came
here initially to help a family business, turn it
around; it was experiencing losses. He ended up
purchasing the company and now has grown it
enormously—has terrific employees here. He
provides full health insurance to them. They are
supporting their families, and even during this
difficult downturn, he hasn’t had to lay anybody
off and is still confident about its growth. So
we’re just very proud of him and what this com-
pany has accomplished.

These are the guys that build serious stuff:
concrete blocks, bricks for walls that are thick,
difficult to move, and can stop anything in their
path—sort of like the way I feel about Congress
sometimes. But this is a family business that’s
been here over 80 years. They believe in invest-

ing in their workers. They care about the envi-
ronment, so they collect and process using
cooking oil from local restaurants to power
some of their equipment. Their community
cares about them, so business is growing. Bren-
dan has hired folks this year, and with the smart
investments he’s made, he hopes to continue
that growth.

Small businesses like this one are the bricks
and blocks of our entire economy. And over the
past 2 years, my administration has been doing
everything we can to help encourage more suc-
cess stories like this, because it is small busi-
nesses that will power our growth and put our
people back to work.

This morning we learned that in the month
of September our economy gained 64,000 jobs
in the private sector. July and August private
sector job numbers were revised upwards. So
we’ve now seen 9 straight months of private sec-
tor job growth; in all, more than 850,000 private
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